
                                                                                             

   

The Balotra Fair Ride 2017. 
13 days; 11 nights; 7 days plus 2 half-days riding 

Introduction  
This is a ride through rural Rajasthan, a long way from India’s established tourist routes. We ride along sandy trails 
that thread their way between fields of millet, squash and horse-beans, crossing an agricultural environment that is 
little changed from the days of the Rajputs and Mongol overlords. Camel carts are the transport of choice with ox 
waggons and donkeys making their contribution to the rural roads. Crops are harvested by sickle, fields ploughed 
by bullocks and crops stooked in the traditional way.   
 
This is a rare opportunity to see traditional India on the way to a fair that is a reincarnation of a medieval gathering. 
And the fact that you will be travelling in the most traditional way, riding a Marwari Horse, bestows a very special 
status upon you: not only are you mounted, but you will be mounted on a prize example of a Marwari – well cared 
for, well fed and fantastically well mannered. When you arrive at Balotra, heads will turn: riders from the West 
mounted on horses that the experienced, appraising eyes will acknowledge come from the top bloodlines. 

 

 

The Balotra Fair 
Every year, in the first fortnight of the Hindu month of 
“Chaitra” (March or early April) a large fair is held in the 
desert where horses, camels, bullocks and donkeys vie for 
the buyer’s eye. Vendors camp in the 
dry riverbed making temporary homes 
from camel carts, acacia bushes and 
anything else that will keep the dust 
out and sun off. More prosperous horse 
owners and traders bring tents and 
attendant staff, cooks and grooms. 
These temporary dwellings are called 
“Aali” in the local dialect and are the 
heart and soul of the fair.  
 
At sunrise and sunset horse owners 
display their horses by charging up and 
down the riverbed; on-lookers and 
buyers cheer them on; anyone can 
make a bid or negotiate a deal; there 
are fiercely-contested horse-judging 
competitions; and the fact that Tilwara is the heartland of 
India’s Marwari breed of horses all combine to make this a 
spellbinding riding experience.  

One of the unexpected events at Balotra is the “Fastest 
horse at the fair” race. This is a trotting race where the 
rider pushes right back to sit on the horse’s quarters with 
legs nearly straight out in front. The horse’s legs go like 

sewing machines! Really impressive trotting! 
 
Buyers come from the Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, 
Gujarat and Maharashtra to purchase the best 
Marwaris. And it’s not unusual to see seven 
thousand horses, twenty thousand camels and 
about forty thousand bullocks assembled in the 
flat expanse of the sandy riverbed. 
 
Overnight a market place springs up around the 
Aali selling all kinds of goods: camel carts, water 
tanks, earthenware utensils, rugs, ropes, horse 
tack, camel saddles, colourful girths, beds, doors, 
brass, copper and steel pots and pans. You will 
also find truly bizarre things like recycled 
conveyor belts, parachute material and musical 
instruments: this could only ever be rural India at 

its most delightful! It is a photographer’s paradise and 
whisks visitors away to an atmosphere of biblical heritage!

 

                
 

The Horses 
The Marwari is descended from the war horses that 
served the ruling Rajput families of feudal India. 
Their status is unparalleled because they were 
declared divine and superior to all men, including 
those of Royal blood. Accordingly, only the Rajput 
families and the Kshatriyas (warrior caste) were 
permitted to ride them. They come in all colours, 
15.2 hh to 16 hh and when you first set eyes on one 
you tend to think they look angular; not a bit of it! 
These are the marathon runners of the horse world; 
all sinew and lean muscle: remarkable stamina and 
end the day as fresh and keen as they begin.            

 
 

The Marwari – an Indian aristocrat. 
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The Riding Itinerary 
Day 1 Tuesday 14

th
 March 2017.  

Depart London and fly to Jaipur (overnight). 
 
Day 2 Wednesday 15

th
 March  

Arrival in Jaipur  
The flight arrives in Jaipur at first light. Met upon 
arrival and driven across Jaipur (35 mins) to the hotel 
where your charming room awaits you (twin share) 
for a freshen-up and change of clothes; it’ll be 
warmer here than in the UK so it’ll be good to 
shower and change into lighter clothing.  
 
Breakfast will be ready when you are, around 08:00 
and we’ll then head off into Jaipur to explore some 
of the city’s highlights, including the Amber Fort, 
Palace of the Winds and a couple of the shops. 
 
Dinner and overnight in hotel, Jaipur  
 
Day 3 Thursday 16

th
 March 

Travelling to Jodhpur  
After breakfast we’ll set off for the train station and 
the 4 hr trip across Rajasthan to “The Blue City” 
Jodhpur. Our destination is an hotel that was built in 
1920 by Maharaja Ratan Singh, a keen horseman and 
one of the greatest polo players of his time. Many of 
the buildings are built from the impressive pink 
Jodhpur sandstone: exteriors are extensively carved 
and ornate, while the interiors are simple and 
comfortable. Our hotel is the home of the grandson 
of Maharaja Ratan Singh, who built the hotel. 
 
In the afternoon drive out to the camp which will 
have been set up in the desert about 45 mins away. 
The horses and grooms will be waiting and after 
introductions we’ll mount up for a couple of trial 
rides around the local fields. There is the opportunity 
to change horses if you’re not comfortably settled. 
As the sun goes down we’ll return to town.  
 
Overnight hotel, Jodhpur. 
 

 
Camping in Rajasthan – living like a king! 
 
 
 
 

Day 4 Friday 17
th

 March 2017 
Explore Jodhpur  
To add perspective to this riding experience the 
morning is spent exploring Jodhpur.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the afternoon, as the day begins to cool, drive out 
to the camp that has been set up in the desert, and 
meet the horses. There will be a trial ride to make 
sure that you are comfortably matched with your 
horse. 
 
Overnight Ratan Villas Palace, Jodhpur. 
Saddle time 2 hrs; distance 10 Km 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 Saturday 18

th
 March 

Jodhpur to Luni and on to Satlana  
In the morning return to base camp and set off on 
the ride which begins by crossing a dry, flat area. The 
lunch halt is at a dew-pond that sits beside a temple 
dedicated to ‘mamoji’ a local divinity. The trail 
continues following the dry riverbed of the Luni River 
which threads between fields where the sandy soil 
sustains crops of dry-land specialist plants such as 
millet and various pulses. The land is open and flat 
and the sandy soil is firm and ideal for horses. 
 
Overnight in camp. 
Saddle time 6 hrs; distance 35 Km 
 
 

Jodhpur is Rajasthan’s main city and stands on 
the eastern fringe of the Thar Desert, the 
gateway to the arid lands that lead eastwards to 
the Shekhawati region. Jodhpur feels elemental: 
in the mid-1450’s the spectacular Mehrangarh 
Fort was hewn out of rock and the city of 
Jodhpur emerged from the sands of the Thar 
Desert to form the flourishing capital of the 
kingdom of Marwar. It’s strategically placed on 
the trade route between Delhi and the Middle 
East and it was that trade-in-transit that is the 
source of Jodhpur’s wealth and power. 
Historically it was a produce centre for wood, 
cattle, camels, salt and agricultural crops; add in 
the valuable and exotic trading goods, and you 
have a winner formula. The past, in fact, is never 
very far behind in Jodhpur where palaces, forts, 
temples and elegant monuments vie with each 
other for attention. 

 

Mehrangarh Fort houses a palace intricately 
adorned with carved panels and latticed windows 
exquisitely wrought from red sandstone. It also 
has a museum with a rich collection of 
palanquins, howdahs, royal cradles, miniature 
paintings of various schools, folk music 
instruments, costumes and an armoury. 
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Day 6  Sunday 19
st

 March 
Satlana to Ghana  
The ride continues “upstream” following the broad 
expanse of the dry river bed. The sand here is deeper 
and softer, so progress is slower and the horses work 
hard. After a couple of hours we leave the riverbed 
and pass through tiny villages and across dry scrubby 
country. The festival of colour “Holi” and local 
communities will still be celebrating with dancing 
and drum. Towards the end of the day we cross 9 Km 
of protected bush land belonging to the Ramdev ji 
Temple; such protected areas are called “Oran”. In 
the evening we often have visitors from the adjacent 
farms and nearby village. They are as eager to see 
you as you are to see local people in their local dress; 
our grooms and guide act as translators. 
  
Overnight in camp.  
Saddle time 6 hrs; distance 35 Km 
 
Day 7 Monday 20

th
 March  

Ghana to Karmavas  
The ride turns west-northwest with the Aravali hills 
in front. Today the country is flatter and the going 
less sandy. The villages are noticeably cleaner and 
the clay houses better maintained. We won’t quite 
reach the Aravali Hills, but camp tonight is within 
clear sight of them. 
    
Overnight in Camp 
Saddle time 6 hrs; distance 35 Km 
 
Day 8 Tuesday 21

st
 March  

Karmavas to Asotra  
This morning we ride past small groves of acacia 
trees which cluster together where there is more 
subterranean water. By lunchtime we reach the 
village of Mangla which sits on the bank of the still-
dry Luni River. Gradually the land becomes greener 
as we approach the Aravali and the village of Asotra. 
  
Around 2000 BC a massive aquifer was created by 
the Saraswati River; as a result farmers pump water 
by electric pumps and for their crops and riding 
through this fertile oasis is easy on the eye! Our 
camp is in quiet agricultural land and riders are able 
to meet the villagers and the family of our host. 
   
Overnight in Camp 
Saddle time 6 hrs; distance 35 Km 
 

  
 
Day 9 Wednesday 22

nd
 March  

Asotra to Balotra Fair (Tilwara)  
We are a short distance from the market town of 
Balotra, famous for its hand block-printing, and of 

course the livestock fair! The access to Balotra is 
particularly poor, so the grooms take the horses 
through at dawn, and we jump aboard the Jeeps as 
far as Jasol. The final 16 Km from Jasol to Tilwara, 
and the site of the fair, is on horseback. Evening 
reach Tilwara. Explore the fair grounds on arrival. 
Evening campfire and folk entertainment. 
 
Total distance ridden 142 Km. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Days 10 and 11 Thurs/Friday 23

rd
 & 24

th
 March 

At Balotra Fair (Tilwara)  
We have two entire days to join in the fair, look 
around and enjoy the experience.  
 
Overnight in camp; riding as you wish. 
 
Day 12 Saturday 25

th
 March 

At Balotra Fair (Tilwara)  
We have until lunchtime to enjoy the fair; at 
lunchtime we’ll say goodbye to horses and grooms 
and drive into Jodhpur in time to catch the train back 
to Jaipur. Arrive in Jaipur in the late evening. 
Overnight in hotel, Jaipur where the group will have 
access to two day-rooms for showers and changing 
into clothes for the flight home. 
 
Day 13 Sunday 26

th
 March 2016    

Return home. 
Return to the airport before dawn for the flight 
home. The flight reaches Heathrow in the afternoon 
of the same day. 
 
 

As we get further from Jodhpur the countryside 
becomes greener and there are more trees: this is 
Vishnoi land. The Vishnoi people follow 29 principles 
laid down by Guru Jambhoji who made 
environmental and wildlife protection a "religion" in 
the fifteenth century. The Vishnoi are widespread 
throughout Rajasthan and Gujarat and are renowned 
for their concern for nature, particularly their refusal 
to harm the black buck, which now only survive 
around Vishnoi villages. 
 
Vishnoi beliefs came to the political forefront in 
1730, when the king of Jodhpur ordered his men to 
collect wood for his new palace. Despite the pleas of 
Vishnoi, felling commenced in the small village of 
Khejadali near Jodhpur. In desperation Amritdevi, a 
Vishnoi woman, grasped a tree and refused to let go. 
The fellers, assuming that the King’s request was to 
be respected, ignored her plea. She and 362 of her 
fellow people lost their lives trying to protect the 
forest. On hearing the news the king recalled his men 
and accorded state sanction to the Vishnoi religion, a 
turning point in the history which is remembered 
each September when thousands attend a festival at 
Khejadali. 
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Tack 
The saddles are Indian cavalry “Sawar” saddles 
developed by the British cavalry in the mid 1700’s 
and still used by the Indian cavalry today. They are 
designed with a high pommel allowing a good flow of 
air along the horse’s spine which is particularly 
important in India’s hot climate. They function (and 
feel) similar to a conventional English saddle and are 
comfortable for both horse and rider. Short chaps 
work well with this tack and if you like to use a seat-
saver it’s a good idea to bring one. If you have a 
particular favourite stirrup you can also bring these, 
though stirrups are of course provided. 
 
The bits are snaffle bits.   
 

 
The tack on its overnight rack. 
 
Rider’s weight  
90 kg max; riders above this weight can be 
accommodated: please contact us. 
 
Ride safely  
You must wear a riding hat and appropriate foot 
wear. Gloves and half-chaps are recommended, but 
not everyone likes to wear them in warm climates. 
The rule is, be comfortable and you’ll ride better.  
 
In summary 

 7 days riding Marwari horses 

 2 nights hotel, Jaipur 

 4 nights luxury glamping 

 3 nights glamping at the fair, within the 
restricted area, alongside the dealers 

 2 nights hotel, Jodhpur  
 
Price 
£3,586 per person ‘land’ only. 
£750 to £850 flight budget, depending on staying on 
(see below). 
 
Staying on 
International flights can be changed, before ticket 
issue, free of charge. All our rides are tailor-made 
and can be “topped-and-tailed” with private 
arrangements. Please talk to us for ideas, but here 
are a couple: Udaipur and the James Bond 
“Octopussy” lake palace hotel is nearby, if you fancy 

a treat; the Taj is about 4 hrs away and can easily be 
reached by train or private car; the Tiger Sanctuary of 
Ranthambore is 2 hrs away and holds India’s highest 
population of tigers of any Indian National Park.  
 

 
The Bengal tiger, Ranthambore National Park 
 
Suggested flight schedule 
The flights we recommend leave London in the 
morning and arrive in Jaipur at dawn the next day. 
You could also fly in to Delhi and either take the train 
to Jaipur or drive down. Please speak to us about 
alternative flight routes. The return flight leaves 
Jaipur in the early morning and arrives in London the 
same day. This is a daily service.  All flights booked 
through Venture Co are financially protected via 
Venture Co’s ATOL licence number 5306. 
 
Included in the ‘land only’ price 
Meals: full board from breakfast on day 2 to 
breakfast on day 13.  
Train Jaipur to Jodhpur, return. Air conditioned 
carriage. 
The ride as detailed with horse, tack and grooms.  
Services of ride leader and camp master; English-
speaking. 
Services of Venture Co group leader 
Entrance to Balotra Fair. 
Road transport in private vehicle. 
Sightseeing in Jaipur and Jodhpur including entrance 
tickets where required. 
 
Not included 
International flights 
Visa for India 
Personal travel insurance 
Alcoholic drinks and soft drinks 
Tips 
[There is no local payment] 
 
Travel insurance 
Please speak to Campbell Irvine Direct: 
http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_ho
me.htm  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_home.htm
http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_home.htm
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We even have our own 

hairdresser (horses … 
and riders!!) 
 

 
 
 

 
At a glance                                                                                                                                             

           
The grade of the ride: [8/10]                

    
novice ……………..… intemediate .………………. advanced 

                                                                                                                        

                                                          
Accommodation grading: [8/10]           

    
camping…lodges & hotels…glamping...loads of character 

                                                                                                                                 

                                                          
Rider fitness required: [9/10]                

                                      
                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                   
Cultural immersion:  [10/10]                     

               
just like home …. surprises …… lots new ….. completely different                                                                                                            

 
More about “At a glance” 
We grade this ride high in each category: it is a full 
immersion riding experience and you know from day 
one that you are not in England anymore! The 
horses, terrain, meals, language, customs, manners 
and everything else, are all different! 
 
Ride rating: we rate this riding experience 8 out of 10 
because the horses are well-mannered but forward-
going. They are very fit and love “making progress”. 
The tack is predominately English (with some 
variations) so you need to be well-seated, compared 
for example, to Western tack which is more 
forgiving. Some canters are 8 to 10 mins long and a 
dozen horses cantering together is exhilarating for 
competent riders, but could be scary for a novice. 
The trails are dusty and temps can top 30°C and 
higher so you will get sweaty and grimy – in the 
nicest possible way! Having said all that, it is also the 
most authentic, exhilarating and all-absorbing ride 
you could wish for. 

 
Ready for a morning’s ride. 

Accommodation: we grade this at 8 out of 10 too, 
which may seem incongruous with the ride rating but 
the properties where we stay have been fantastically 
restored and the level of hospitality we are shown is 
outstanding throughout. The camping really is 
“glamping” the tents are huge, with cots and linen 
supplied; each one is carpeted. There are two camp 
showers within the ablution block and provision to 
heat water over a log fire, so that you can have a hot 
bush-shower each evening! There is a person to 
clean your boots and the man who cuts patterns 
onto the horse’s quarters will also cut your hair, if 
you wish! There is a separate kitchen tent and a mess 
tent for evening meals and breakfast. In the centre of 
camp is a log fire which is where we gather each 
evening for sundowners and a chance to compare 
riders’ tails and sights we’ve seen. “Duke of 
Edinburgh Ten Tors camping” it most certainly ain’t! 
            
Rider fitness: you do need to be in shape; “riding fit” 
is the label we attach to this ride. Many of the rides 
we do in other parts of the world allow you to arrive 
and get in shape during the ride; that is not the case 
here, your riding muscles need to be prepared for 
what’s coming! Long days (up to 7 hrs in the saddle) 
and for multiple days in succession. You don’t need 
to be an athlete, but you will enjoy it much more if 
you ride regularly for a couple of weeks before the 
Balotra ride. We do use a couple of support vehicles, 
one of which carries the picnic lunch to the mid-day 
rendez-vous, and this means that if you wanted to sit 
out an afternoon, one of the grooms could lead your 
horse, and you could ride in the jeep (it hasn’t 
happened yet, but the option exists!). 
 

 
A passing camel-herder: horses and camels enjoy a 
mutual wariness of one-another. 

 
Cultural Immersion: Venture Co prides itself on 
providing riding opportunities that take you directly 
into contact with the indigenous community. The 
guides, grooms, wranglers, camp staff, chef and his 
team and even the drivers, musicians and horse-
hairdresser will all be eager to talk to you and show 
you their “normal”; their life and their world. They 
are proud of their heritage and flattered that you are 
travelling half way around the globe to learn all 
about it. This, surely, is the essence of travelling. The 
real pleasure for any horseman is to compare how 
we do things to how they do things. It’s not the devil 
in the detail; it’s the delight in the detail that makes 
this ride a ten-pointer. 



                                                                                      

www.ventureco-worldwide.com 

 

6 

 
Destination Background  
Rajasthan 
In the northwest corner of India, up against the Pakistan border, is India’s largest state, Rajasthan. The name 
means “land of kings” which reveals something of its heritage: this is the land of Rajputs, feudal barons who 
were responsible to the Maharaja of Jodhpur who held overall sway over Rajasthan. The Rajputs ruled their 
fiefdoms but owed allegiance to the Maharaja. Indian society remains multi-layered and the implications of the 
caste system are nuanced and subtle. 
 
The Aravali Mountains run through Rajasthan and are a helpful landmark throughout this ride; they are 700 Km 
long and run in a north-easterly direction nearly reaching Delhi. The Luni River, which we follow on the ride, rises 
in the Aravali, though the water is subterranean for the majority of the year. These mountains are much older 
than the Himalaya, and unlike the Himalaya, they are no longer rising. 
 

Rajasthan contains 4 iconic forts, Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur, Chittorgarh Fort 
(which is the largest fort in Asia) the enigmatic façade of “Palace of the Winds” 
in Jaipur and the extensive fortifications that make up the Amber Fort just 
outside Jaipur. Rajasthan is an arid area which is thinly populated: as the ride 
progresses you will see many tiny villages and hamlets, well away from tarmac 
roads. There are tractors to plough fields, but most crops are still moved by ox-
wagon and camel cart. The government has made great efforts to provide 
water stand-pipes and troughs to these farming communities which has had a 
significant impact on the lives of the women in particular (the traditional 
drawers of water). The unanticipated consequence is that many communities 
allow water and waste water to flow freely along village streets where it is able 
to seep into foundations, which is detrimental to many of the once-grand 
havelis.  
 

 
An haveli is a merchant’s manor house. In the 18

th
 and 19

th
 C a 

great deal of trade passed through Rajasthan enabling the 
merchant castes to become wealthy. Consequently they built 
large houses constructed around a courtyard open to the 
elements, very comparable to the riads in Morocco. The havelis 
were richly decorated with paintings and frescos. Sadly, many 
have fallen into disrepair and India lacks a National Trust 
equivalent, so the future doesn’t look promising for most 
havelis. The few that are maintained and restored are truly 
glorious; testament to a lavish past.  
 
 
 
 
What’s the weather going to be like? 

Rajasthan is a dry, semi-arid area that includes the Thar Desert which is sandy, with gravel / rocky outcrops in 
places. There is considerable subterranean water, but the riverbeds are dry most of the time. There is 
widespread agricultural activity and many drought-resistant crops are grown. There are trees such as the Neem 
and various Acacia species and wildlife such as Blue Bulls and Blackbuck which co-exist with the goat herds, 
camels and water buffalo.   

 

Jaipur Climate Chart (Monthly Averages) 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

High Temperature (C) 21 24 31 36 41 39 36 34 34 34 29 23 

Low Temperature (C) 7 9 14 20 26 28 27 26 24 18 11 8 

Precipitation (mm) 23 18 13 8 13 74 180 173 117 10 3 10 
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The bit-exchange programme. 
It is heart-breaking to see some of the vicious bits that are used in India on horses, donkeys and mules; and we 
are seeking your help in relieving this needless suffering. A lack of education means that sharp, crude and 
roughly filed bits are an all too common sight throughout the 
countryside and at horse fairs.  
 
You can help by sending us any redundant bits you may have lying 
about; by donating an old snaffle you can ensure that one horse, at 
least, will be relieved of discomfort.  
 
All the bits we receive are given to known and respected horseman 
in Rajasthan, a person we have been working with for more than a 
decade. In turn, he swaps the snaffle for the local “piece of wire” (or 
worse) so long as the recipient (horse trader, breeder, farmer or 
general horse owner) agrees to practice sympathetic horsemanship. In time, as the message circulates, suffering 
will be alleviated and replaced by a kinder way of communicating with horses.  
 
Last year, supported amongst others by previous BHS Challenge riders, over 80 bits were exchanged at Balotra 
horse fair. You can help by sending Venture Co any snaffles, Pelham’s, Kimble wicks in sizes 4 ½ inch to 5 ¼ inch 
to be exchanged at Balotra and other Rajasthani events.  
 
 

 
Donating bits at Balotra. 
 
Payment Schedule. 
If you decide to join this ride a deposit of £300 is due; the Booking Form is available on our website in the footer 
of each page. Email it back to us and the deposit can be paid by bank-to-bank transfer (free), cheque (free) or via 
payment card (Fee: 3% for credit cards and 1.5% for debit cards). 
 
Eight weeks before you set off (26

th
 Jan 2016) the balance is due to be paid to Venture Co. 

 
Please note that the best airfares are instant purchase tickets, which are non-changeable and non-refundable. 
Once you are sure about your travel plans (do you wish to stay on in India after the ride or not?) you are best 
advised to secure your flights at the earliest opportunity. Late bookings may require a higher priced airfare, 
depending on airline availability. Call us for guidance. 
 
 
 

The Field Manual.  

 

A detailed guide will be mailed to each 
rider with your booking confirmation. This 
booklet is packed full of relevant, up-to-
date information including clothing lists, 
vaccination advice, money matters, 
suggestions about the level of fitness and 
emergency procedures. 

 
Visa. 
 
 

British passport holders require a visa for 
India which are obtainable electronically 
see www.indiavisasonline.gov.in  
 

http://www.indiavisasonline.gov.in/
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Health Advice. 
For detailed information and advice see http://www.nomadtravel.co.uk and click on their “travel clinics” option. 
Vaccination requirements change periodically so we advise that you check with your nearest specialist travel 
clinic as soon as possible. In the South West we are fortunate to have “Travel Health Consultancy” in Exeter: 
www.travelhealthconsultancy.co.uk 01392 430 590. Travellers to India must have a Yellow Fever certificate. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Possible changes 
Although it is our intention to operate the itinerary as printed 
above, it may be necessary to make some changes as a result of 
alterations to flight schedules, climatic conditions, limitations of 
infrastructure or other operational factors. As a consequence, 
the itinerary and overnight stops may vary from those outlined. 

 

 
 

HAVE A GREAT RIDE! 
 
 

VentureCo Worldwide 
6 Okehampton Business Centre, Higher Stockley Mead, Okehampton, Devon EX20 1FJ 

01837 55 907 
 

mark@ventureco-worldwide.com  
 

www.ventureco-worldwide.com 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Financial Security 
Venture Co Worldwide Ltd holds an Air Travel Organisers Licence granted by the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA); our ATOL number is 5306. All ventures and expeditions purchased “with 
flights” are ATOL protected by the CAA which means that your financial security is assured when 
you join us. “Ride Only” bookings are protected by Venture Co’s Client Trust account. 

Detail of a pack-saddle 

Equipment Brief: 
A detailed clothing and equipment list will 
be provided in the Field Manual but to 
give you an indication, here is a summary: 

 Baggage -a holdall (55 to 75 litre 
capacity) suitable to be packed in 
a truck each day; a hold-all from 
Helle Hanson, North Face etc are 
ideal. 

 Clothing – tops made from 
natural fibres; and a wicking top 
during the ride. 

 Footwear – a leather soled 
jodhpur boot and short chaps. 
Sandals for evenings. 

 Sleeping Bag – is not required. 

 General - camping gear such as 
torch, water-bottle, penknife, 
toiletries, sunscreens and insect 
repellent. 

 Camera - with spare batteries. 

 

http://www.nomadtravel.co.uk/pg/140/Travel-Clinic
http://www.travelhealthconsultancy.co.uk/
mailto:mark@ventureco-worldwide.com
http://www.ventureco-worldwide.com/

