
                                                                                             

   

Riding in Mongolia. 
 

Introduction  
Of all the destinations around the world where Venture Co organise riding holidays, Mongolia has to be the most 
iconic, and the one with the longest heritage of riding. The horse is an absolutely integral part of Mongolian society. 
Without the horse Mongolia would not have the history it does and it certainly would not be the destination that it 
is. 
 
We have researched four rides which are divided into two categories, based on accommodation: two use 
conventional tents and two use the rather more comfy “gers”. 
 
All these rides represent a rare opportunity to see Mongolia in a rural setting. And the fact that you’ll be travelling 
in the most traditional way, riding a horse, bestows a very special status upon you, and you will be greeted as a 
fellow horseman. When you ride into a hamlet or village, heads will turn: riders from the West mounted on horses 
that the experienced, appraising eyes will acknowledge come from good bloodlines. 
 
The thing to emphasize about these rides is that the logistics are flexible and can be tailor-made to fit your 
particular interest, particularly if your party consists of four or more riders. For example we can adjust the focus to 
explore Buddhism and meditation; yoga groups find kindred spirits in Mongolia; riders interested in mounted 
archery and mounted falconry (golden eagles) are welcome and will find specialists in Mongolia. 

 

 
The Mongolian horse 

You will be riding small, locally-bred Mongolian 
horses, NOT ponies! Some horses bear the 
characteristic colouring and dorsal stripe of the 
Przewalski Horse from which they are descended.  
There are estimated to be 3,000,000 Mongolian 
horses on the Steppe, which exceeds the human 
population. They live outdoors throughout the year, 
dealing with a temperature range from -35°C to 
+35°C without shelter or rugs. Horses are not 
generally fed any additional hard food; grass is their 
only nutrition. 
 
The breed is thought to be unchanged from the 
times of Genghis Khan (around 1450) and remains a 
multi-purpose animal: the mares are milked and the 
milk fermented to create “airag” which is very mildly 
alcoholic. This is because mare’s milk contains a 
higher concentration of lactose compared to cow’s 
milk, and lactose forms alcohol upon fermentation. 
The horses are ridden, driven, raced and used as 
draft animals. They are also (occasionally) used as a 
source of meat. They are particularly renowned for 
their strength and stamina. The average size is 13.2 
hh. 

 

 

A typical Przewalski horse measures 12 to 14 hh, 
dun or cream coloured with a light muzzle and a 
black dorsal stripe. Their legs are generally striped, 
similar to a zebra with an upright mane which stops 
between the ears; there is no forelock. The hairs on 
the dock of the tail are also short, with the longer 
hairs starting lower down the tail. 
 
They are social animals and live in groups, similar to 
the domestic horse. A family group consists of a 
stallion and three or four mares with their foals, and 
some yearlings. Bachelor groups are usually led by 
an older stallion with half a dozen protégés.  
 
The Przewalski possesses 66 chromosomes and our 
domestic horse carries 64. It is possible to cross the 
two and the resulting hybrid is fertile and has 65 
chromosomes. When the hybrid is crossed again to 
the domestic horse the new generation returns to 
64 chromosomes and reverts to its domestic state. 
 
 
 

Tack 
The tack is minimal: these days a light English-style 
saddle has replaced the traditional wooden saddle, 
which was a form of torture. Snaffle bit, many of 
which are homemade, are widely used. 
 
Horses are equipped with twin saddlebags.  
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The Riding Itineraries in summary:- 

 
 
Mongol Horse Trails (11 days) 
A close quarters cultural exchange with the nomads 
of the Steppe; traditional pastoralists who rely on 
their horses and stock animals to survive in these 
challenging surroundings far beyond the boundaries 
of fences or stables. Explore the grasslands of the 
steppe and the forested areas of the national park. 
Good wildlife populations and excellent interaction 
with nomads. Camping (2-man tents); small group 
(max 10 riders). 
 
Mongolia’s Big Skies Ride (10 days) 
Explore the southern fringes of the Khan Khentii 
Strictly Protected Area and the Gorkhi Terelj 
National Park which is a mountain forest zone. Good 
wildlife populations and excellent interaction with 
nomads. Ger accommodation; small group (max 6 
riders). 
 
Steppe Nomads (12 days) 
A journey on horseback across Mongolia’s Steppes, 
hosted by the nomads themselves. Using camel 
carts to transport the ger-camp ride across the Gobi 
grasslands. Witness the life of pastoralists which is 
unchanged for thousands of years. Excellent 
interaction with nomads; ger accommodation; small 
group (max 6 riders). 
 
The Gobi Steppe Ride (12 days) 
BHS Challenge Ride 
 

 
 
This unique itinerary is only available as a 
fundraising ride for the BHS. It is a combination of 
camping and ger accommodation. Max 10 riders and 
accompanied by a Venture Co ride leader. We 
operate this ride approx once per year.  
 
Next date: 24

th
 Aug 2016. 

 

 
What is a ger? 
A “ger” (Mongolian) is a synonym with “yurt” 
(Turkish) and means “tent”; but it is rather more 
than the kind of tent we are used to in the UK: a ger 
is made from felt (beaten, compacted wool) and 
provides outstanding protection from the elements. 
They stand on a wooden structure creating a warm 
internal space large enough for a family to eat, relax 
and sleep in, with a wood-burning, pot-bellied stove 
as the centre-piece. 
 
Gers can be dismantled / erected quickly and are 
traditionally transported on camel carts. They are an 
essential part of a nomad’s life. 

 
 
Rider safely  
We strongly recommend that you wear a riding hat 
and appropriate foot wear. Gloves and half-chaps 
are recommended, but not everyone likes to wear 
them in warm climates. The rule is, be comfortable 
and you’ll ride better.  
 
Please also note that your travel insurance may be 
void if you are involved in an accident while not 
wearing a riding hat. 
 

 
 
Getting to Mongolia. 
Venture Co is ATOL-bonded which means we are 
licensed to deal with all the world’s airlines. There 
aren’t many airlines that serve Ulaanbaator 
(Mongolia’s capital) and your choice of airline may 
be determined by what you would like to do before 
or after the ride. See Staying on later in this dossier.  
 
If you purchase your flight via Venture Co your 
entire holiday will be ATOL protected, not just the 
flight.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Field Manual.  

 

This  detailed guide will be mailed to each 
rider with your booking confirmation. The 
Field Manual is packed full of relevant, 
up-to-date information including clothing 
lists, vaccination advice, money matters, 
suggestions about the level of fitness and 
emergency procedures. 
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The following four itineraries are described in 
detail on the website. Here are summaries so 
that you can make a quick comparison.  
 
Mongol Horse Trails 
Day 1:  Ulaanbaator  
Arrive in Ulaanbaator 
Day 2: reaching the steppe.  
Time in the saddle: 45 mins 
Day 3: steppe ride  
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 4: from steppe to forest  
Time in the saddle: 7 hrs 
Day 5: into the Sharbulag Valley  
Time in the saddle: 6 to 7 hrs per day 
Day 7: ride to the Tuul River  
Time in the saddle: 7 hrs 
Day 8: To Jalman Meadows 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 9: Jalman Meadows 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 10: To Ulaanbaator 
Day 11: Departure 
 
Mongolia’s Big Skies Ride 
Day 1:  Ulaanbaator 
Arrive in Ulaanbaator  
Day 2: reaching the steppe.  
Time in the saddle: 2 
Day 3: Exploring Bosog Meadows 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 4: To Baruunbayan Valley 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 5: Explore the Baruunbayan Valley 
Time in the saddle: 7 hrs 
Day 6: To Zuunbayan Valley 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 7: Explore the Zuunbayan Valley 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 8: To Jalman Meadows 
Time in the saddle: 5 hrs 
Day 9: Jalman Meadows 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 10: To Ulaanbaator 
Day 11: Departure 
 

 

Steppe Nomads 
Day 1:  Ulaanbaator 
Arrive in Ulaanbaator 
Day 2: To Hustai National Park 
Time in the saddle: 0 
Day 3: To the grasslands 
Time in the saddle: 1½  hrs 
Day 4: Hoyd Önjuul 
Time in the saddle: 6  hrs 
Day 5: Ride to the Ikh Zorgol Hairkhan 
Mountains. 
Time in the saddle: 7 hrs 
Day 6: Ikh Zorgol Hairkhan Mountains 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 7: Move camp to Saikhan 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 8: Uushig 
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 9: To Arburd Sands 
Time in the saddle: 4 hrs 
Day 10: Explore Arburd Sands 
Time in the saddle: 4 hrs 
Day 11: Return to Ulaanbaator 
Time in the saddle: 0 
Day 12: Departure 
 
The Gobi Steppe Ride  (BHS) 
BHS Challenge Ride 

Day 1: Getting there. 
Day 2: Ulaanbaator  
Day 3: UB to Southern Töv  
Day 4: to Saran Tolgoy  
Time in the saddle: 5 hrs 
Day 5: to Elsen Hudag  
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 6: to Uushig  
Time in the saddle: 5 hrs 
Day 7: to Baga Zorgol Hairhan Mtns  
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 8: to Ikh Zorgol Hairhan Mountains  
Time in the saddle: 7 hrs 
Day 9: explore the Ikh Zorgol Hairhan 
Mountains  
Time in the saddle: 6 hrs 
Day 10: to Arburd Sands  
Time in the saddle: 7½ hrs 
Day 11: exploring Arburd Sands  
Time in the saddle: 5½ hrs 
Day 12: return to Ulaanbaator  
Time in the saddle: 0 hrs 
Day 13: transfer to the airport and 
departure. 
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The Nitty-Gritty 
Rider’s weight  
95 kg max. Riders over 95 Kg can be accommodated, 
please contact us. 
 
2016 Prices (Ride only) 

Mongol Horse Trails £1,310 

Mongolia’s Big Skies £2,330 

Steppe Nomads £2,485 

Gobi Steppe Ride 
(BHS) 

http://www.bhs.org.uk/get-
involved/challenge-
rides/mongolia  

 
Included in the ‘land only’ price 
Meals: full board throughout the ride 
Road transfers as detailed in air conditioned car. 
The ride as detailed with horse, tack and groom.  
Services of ride leader and camp master; English-
speaking. 
 
Not included 
International flights 
Visa for Mongolia (see notes below) 
Personal travel insurance 
Alcoholic drinks and soft drinks 
Tips 
[There is no local payment] 
 
Flights 
You will get the best fares if you can book early (8 to 
10 months in advance). Air fares including airport 
taxes range between £750 and £1,150 depending on 
season and airline selected. 
 
Suggested flight schedule 
The flights we recommend leave London in the 
morning and arrive in Ulaanbaator the next day. The 
most popular route is via Moscow, but this is not a 
daily service. There are also flights via Istanbul and 
Beijing. It is possible to mix-n-match and combine 
two one-way fares. All flights booked through 
Venture Co are financially protected via Venture Co’s 
ATOL licence number 5306. 
 
Staying on 
International flights can be changed, before the 
ticket is issue, free of charge. All our rides are tailor-
made and can be “topped-and-tailed” with private 
arrangements before or after the ride. Please talk to 
us for ideas, but here are a couple: 
 

 Spend a night or two in Ulaanbaator and 
visit some of the beautifully restored 
Buddhist temples. 

 Break your flight in Moscow and visit some 
of the city’s famous sites such as the 
Kremlin, Red Sq, St. Basil’s and the Bolshoi 
Theatre. 

 Stopover in Beijing which will extend your 
travelling time but give you the opportunity 
to explore a completely different culture.  

Travel insurance 
You must have personal travel insurance to join this 
ride. Please speak to Campbell Irvine Direct who 
specialise in this sort of adventurous trip: 
http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_ho
me.htm  
 

At a glance                                                                                                                                             

           
Ride rating: [8/10]                

    
novice ……………..… intemediate .………………. advanced         

                                                  
Accommodation grading: [7/10]           

    
camping…lodges & hotels…glamping...loads of character                                                                                            

                                                                 
Rider fitness required: [9/10]                

                                      
                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                    
Cultural immersion:  [10/10]                     

                       
just like home …. surprises …… lots new ….. completely different                                                                                                            

 
More about “At a glance” 
We grade this ride high in each category: it is a full 
immersion riding experience and you know from day 
one that you are not in England anymore! The 
horses, terrain, meals, language, customs, manners 
and everything else, are all different! 
 
Ride rating: we rate this riding experience 8 out of 10 
because the horses are well-mannered but forward-
going. They are very fit and love “making progress”. 
The tack is predominately English (with some 
variations) so you need to be well-seated, compared 
for example, to Western tack which is more 
forgiving. Some canters are 8 to 10 mins long and a 
dozen horses cantering together is exhilarating for 
competent riders, but could be scary for a novice. 
The trails are dusty and temps can top 30°C and 
higher so you will get sweaty and grimy – in the 
nicest possible way! Having said all that, it is also the 
most authentic, exhilarating and all-absorbing ride 
you could wish for. 
 
Accommodation: we grade this at 7 out of 10, which 
may seem incongruous with tents and gers but bear 
in mind that all rides take place at the height of 
summer, so camping isn’t bad at all. And the nights in 
gers are absolutely lovely: warm, snug and cozy. The 
food is prepared by our own chef who accompanies 
the ride. 
            

http://www.bhs.org.uk/get-involved/challenge-rides/mongolia
http://www.bhs.org.uk/get-involved/challenge-rides/mongolia
http://www.bhs.org.uk/get-involved/challenge-rides/mongolia
http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_home.htm
http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_home.htm
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Rider fitness: you do need to be in shape; “riding fit” 
is the label we attach to this ride. Many of the rides 
we do in other parts of the world allow you to arrive 
and get in shape during the ride; that is not the case 
here, your riding muscles need to be prepared for 
what’s coming! Long days riding of up to 7 hrs in the 
saddle, and for several days in succession. You don’t 
need to be an athlete, but you will enjoy it much 
more if you ride regularly for a couple of weeks 
before setting off for Mongolia. We do use a couple 
of support vehicles, and this means that if you 
wanted to sit out an afternoon, one of the grooms 
could lead your horse, and you could ride in the jeep 
(it hasn’t happened yet, but the option exists!). 
 

Cultural Immersion: Venture Co prides itself on 
providing riding opportunities that take you directly 
into contact with the indigenous community. The 
guides, grooms, wranglers, camp staff, chef and his 
team and even the drivers will all be eager to talk to 
you and show you their “normal”; their life and their 
world. They are proud of their heritage and flattered 
that you are travelling half way around the globe to 
learn all about it. This, surely, is the essence of 
travelling. The real pleasure for any horseman is to 
compare how we do things to how they do things. 
It’s not the devil in the detail; it’s the delight in the 
detail that makes this ride a ten-pointer. 

 

Naadam  
“Naadam” isn’t a single event: it literally translates as “festival” and refers to the three disciplines of wrestling, 
horse racing and archery. Naadams occur throughout Mongolia and many of the smaller, rural festivals are fairly 
spontaneous being organised with a week or two’s notice. The biggest event takes place in Ulaanbaator July 11

th
 

to 13
th

 and coincides with a national holiday; a great spectacle but the place gets very busy indeed. The rural 
Naadams are much more manageable. 

 
Destination Background  
The name Mongolia evokes visions of the untamed and exotic; a warrior nation with Genghis Khan ruling 
supreme: images of the Gobi Desert and traditional nomads with mixed herds of sheep, camels and horse. When 
you arrive in Ulaanbaator you feel you have reached the illusive “end of the road” and entered a time-warp, 
visiting another, earlier, century. It remains one of the last great adventure destinations. 
 
Mongolia’s survival as an independent nation is little short of miraculous sandwiched as it is between the 
superpower states of Russia and China. The country has a ruling democratic coalition, rather like us! But 
independence has come at a high price: the infrastructure (roads, schools and public sector activities) have been 
neglected and the nomadic way of life does not sit comfortably with modern ways. But the nomad way of life is 
enjoying a bit of a revival. 
 

The Mongolian Derby 

This is a 1,000 Km, 10 day, endurance race across the steppe. The course changes each year, and is a closely 
guarded secret, until the day of the event. It costs $13,000 to enter which gives each competitor access to 30 
horses. There are usually about 50 entrants and 50% will complete the course! 

 
What’s the weather going to be like? 

Mongolia is a long way from any ocean, so has a classic continental weather pattern: hot, wet summers and cold 
dry winters. June, July and August are the main months for visiting, with May and September being OK 
“shoulder” seasons. Travelling outside these five months really isn’t a good idea.  
 

Ulaanbaatar Climate Chart (Monthly Averages) 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

High Temperature (C) -19 -13 -4 7 13 21 22 21 14 6 -6 -16 

Low Temperature (C) -32 -29 -22 -8 -2 7 11 8 2 -8 -20 -28 

Precipitation (mm) 0 0 3 5 10 28 76 51 23 5 5 3 

 
Payment Schedule. 
If you decide to join one of the rides in Mongolia we need a deposit of £300 to confirm your place; the Booking 
Form is available on our website in the footer of each page. Email it back to us and the deposit can be paid by 
bank-to-bank transfer (free), cheque (free) or via payment card (Fee: 1.5% for credit cards and 1% for debit 
cards). Eight weeks before you set off the balance is due to be paid to Venture Co. 
 
Please note that the best airfares are instant purchase tickets, which are non-changeable and non-refundable. 
Once you are sure about your travel plans (do you wish to stay on before/after the ride?) you are best advised to 
secure your flights at the earliest opportunity. Late bookings may require a higher priced airfare, depending on 
airline availability. Call us for guidance. 
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Health Advice. 
For detailed information and advice see http://www.nomadtravel.co.uk and click on their “travel clinics” option. 
Vaccination requirements change periodically so we advise that you check with your nearest specialist travel 
clinic as soon as possible. In the South West we are fortunate to have “Travel Health Consultancy” in Exeter: 
www.travelhealthconsultancy.co.uk 01392 430 590.  
 
 

 
 
Possible changes 
Although it is our intention to operate the itinerary as it is printed, it may be necessary to make some changes as a result of 
alterations to flight schedules, climatic conditions, limitations of infrastructure or other operational factors. As a 
consequence, the itinerary and overnight stops may vary from those outlined. 

 

HAVE A GREAT RIDE! 
 

 

VentureCo Worldwide 
6 Okehampton Business Centre, Higher Stockley Mead, Okehampton, Devon EX20 1FJ 

01837 55 907 
 

mark@ventureco-worldwide.com  
 

www.ventureco-worldwide.com 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Financial Security 
Venture Co Worldwide Ltd holds an Air Travel Organisers Licence granted by the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA); our ATOL number is 5306. All ventures and expeditions purchased “with 
flights” are ATOL protected by the CAA which means that your financial security is assured when 
you join us. “Ride Only” bookings are protected by Venture Co’s Client Trust account. 

Detail on a pack-saddle 

Equipment Brief: 
A detailed clothing and equipment list will 
be provided in the Field Manual but to 
give you an indication, here is a summary: 

 Baggage -a holdall (55 to 75 litre 
capacity) suitable to be packed in 
a truck each day; a hold-all from 
Helle Hanson, North Face etc is 
ideal. 

 Clothing – tops made from 
natural fibres; and a wicking top 
during the ride. 

 Footwear – a leather soled 
jodhpur boot and short chaps. 
Sandals for evenings. 

 Sleeping Bag – is not required. 

 General - camping gear such as 
torch, water-bottle, penknife, 
toiletries, sunscreens and insect 
repellent. 

 Camera - with spare batteries. 

 

 
Mongolia Visa. 
 
 

British passport holders require a visa for 
Mongolia which is obtainable semi-
electronically. It’s a fairly convoluted process 
and specific documents are required. We’re 
here to help, but be prepared for a fair bit of 
form-filling and £93.45 (2016 price). Allow 
about a fortnight to complete the application, 
send it off and receive the visa back. The visa 
is valid for 3 months from the date of issue, 
so don’t apply too early. 
 
We can send you the application form and 
provide all supporting documentation as part 
of our service at no additional fee.  
 

http://www.nomadtravel.co.uk/pg/140/Travel-Clinic
http://www.travelhealthconsultancy.co.uk/
mailto:mark@ventureco-worldwide.com
http://www.ventureco-worldwide.com/

