
                                                                                             

   

Riding in Jordan. 
8 or 10 days; options to stay on. 

Introduction  
Jordan contains one of the “Seven Wonders of The World” – the ancient city of Petra. Visiting one of The Wonders 
is a real ‘tick on the Bucket List’; to be able to do so as part of a riding holiday makes it even more special. 
 
The thing to emphasize about this ride is that the logistics are flexible and can be tailor-made to fit your itinerary, 
particularly if your party consists of four or more riders. 

 

 
The horses we ride are purebred Arabs bred and 
raised in Jordan; there are also some Arab crosses. 
The majority are mares and there are a few geldings. 
It’s not common to see stallions being ridden, as you 
would in Morocco, for example, but a few are used 
by local people. 
  
The horses live in the desert year round which makes 
them tough and strong. The average is 15 hh to 15.2 
hh and compared to English horses they are fairly 
lightly built and narrow across the withers, which is a 
breed characteristic. 
Their temperament is 
fairly spirited but well-
mannered and 
responsive. “Fast and 
sensitive” is as good a 
summary as any! 
 
They are an intelligent 
and sensitive breed 
and once you have 
gained their trust an 
Arab will be a reliable 
and courageous 
partner. 
 

 
 
 

 

The Arab Horse breed 
Probably the most easily recognised breed in the 
world; high tail carriage and the slightly concave 
head. They are one of the oldest breeds and their 
genes are found in practically every other horse 
breed in the world; the notable exception being the 
Mongolian horse. 
 
They are the mount of choice for Endurance riders 
and a top Endurance horse change hands for a 
fortune! A breed that is agile and fast. They are 
noted for their intelligence and spirited disposition. 
 
 

 

Tack 
Saddles are English GP and endurance saddles. The 
style of saddle blankets is quite clever: they have 
pouches incorporated into the design which act as 
saddlebags: handy for personal belongings, cameras, 
water bottle etc. Most horses are ridden in a snaffle; 
and you do see a few Pelhams. Traditionally the local 
Bedu (Bedouin) rides bitless and only uses a bit for 
racing, though this tradition has waned. These horses 
are accustomed to a loose contact and go best with 
light use of hand and leg, and respond well  

to the rider’s 
weight and 
shift of 
balance.  
 
The thing to 
emphasize is 
that the desert 
is a vast, un-
fenced area; 
underfoot the 
ground is sandy 
but firm and 
there are few 
obstacles to 
negotiate; all of 
which 
encourages a 
flowing pace. It 

is important that riders have experience of riding 
outside a ménage in open country.   
 
Who are the Bedouin? 
The word is an Arab word that translates as “dweller 
outside the city” or “country folk”. There is an 
overtone of a nomadic way of life, but this isn’t 
necessarily a requirement: many Bedouin are settled.  
 
The Bedouin are renowned for their animal 
husbandry skills and not just horses; camels, goats 
and sheep are crucial parts of their lives, but they are 
most famous for their Arab horses. 
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The Riding Itinerary 
There are 2 variants of this ride: the shorter option 
fits neatly into a one week holiday; the longer one 
includes riding into the protected area of Wadi Rum 
giving a broader exploration of Jordan’s desert.  
 
Wadi Rum short (8 days)  
Explore Petra, Wadi Rum and the Dead Sea.  
 
Wadi Rum (10 days) 
As above plus an extended ride into the Wadi Rum 
protected area.  
 
10 Day Itinerary 
Day 1.  
Depart London and fly to Amman, the capital. 

 
Top tip: buy the “Jordan Pass” before you set off 
from the UK www.jordanpass.jo and you’ll save the 
fees when entering Petra and Wadi Rum. 
 
We’ll meet you at the airport in Amman and drive 
you out to the hotel (B&B) in Madaba just south of 
the capital. Depending on your flight time (which 
Venture Co can help you with as we’re ATOL bonded) 
there should be time to visit the church of St George. 
Madaba is a town that’s mentioned in the Bible and 
there’s been a Christian church here since about 400 
AD. That’s a staggering historical perspective and 
sets the scene for the whole ride. 
 
Your guide will suggest a restaurant for supper but 
you are of course free to explore as you wish. 
 
Day 2  
Visit Petra  
At 08.30 AM we’ll set off from the hotel for the 3 
hour drive to Petra. When we reach Wadi Musa you 
can check-in to the hotel and leave your luggage 
before setting off on the short walk to Petra’s visitor 
centre. Your Jordan Pass will be scanned and you can 
continue to the Siq, the Treasury and the street of 
façades to reach the colonnaded street. Then climb 
up to the monastery and High Place of Sacrifice. It’s 
an amazing day! 
 
Dinner is in one of the local restaurants (included) 
where you’ll meet your guide for the ride and run 
through the itinerary. Overnight at the hotel in Wadi 
Musa (Petra), including breakfast. 
 
Day 3 
Today’s the day! At 8.30 a.m. we take the short drive 
to the starting point of the ride, high in the 
mountains (great views looking back over Petra). Set 
off in a southerly direction towards the villages of 
Taybet and Rajev where we pause for a picnic, in the 
shadow of the Prince Hassan castle. This is an oasis 
with verdant green plants contrasting with the dry 

surroundings, mature trees and stunning views back 
along the trail to Petra. 

 
After the picnic we have about 2½ hours riding to 
reach the viewpoint at Dilagha before descending to 
Wadi Thugra where we camp. Upon arrival, the 
horses are water and fed and then you can set up 
your tent. A campfire is made and the first evening 
under the starts will be enjoyed! 
 
Day 4 
To Wadi Rum. 
The camp routine is to take down your tent straight 
after breakfast; then brush and saddle your horse.  
 
This morning we ride via a small Bedouin village and 
slowly but surely mountains morph into desert. 
About 2½ hours later we reach “the 3 trees” which is 
the only shady place in the area and our picnic spot. 
After lunch ride towards the village of Humayma, 
where we lead the horses across the Desert Highway; 
traffic is slow here and it’s easy to cross. Crossing the 
road marks the beginning of the Kharaza area which 
is the northern part of Wadi Rum national park. The 
ground is firm and the pace can pick up; we have 
about 2 hours to camp, which is a beautiful ‘U’ 
shaped rock formation surrounded by soft sand. Be 
quick to take the saddle of your horse, he can’t wait 
to take a good sand-bath! It’s the perfect spot to see 
the moon rise over the mountains and to see the 
beautiful sunrise the next morning. 
 

 
 
Day 5:  
Further into the desert.   
The third day of riding begins in a stunning part of 
the desert, far away from the tourist areas. Today 
we’ll see natural rock bridges, the "mushroom" and 
rock engravings; there will be plenty of nice sandy 
tracks for long canters. In the morning we ride about 
2½ hours to our shady lunch location. Again there is 
plenty of time to relax, enjoy lunch, maybe take a 
little nap, take pictures and enjoy the scenery. After 
lunch we continue on empty sandy piste, perfect for 

http://www.jordanpass.jo/
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long canters. In this area the sand has many colours 
so keep those cameras ready! The afternoon ride will  

 

take about 3 hours to reach camp which is in a small 
canyon, protected from the wind and safe and sandy 
for the horses to roll. 
 
Day 6:  
Wadi Rum national park.  
Today we ride across the dry mudflats to Um Salab 
and enter the Protected Area of Wadi Rum. Further 
along the trail we ride into the dramatic canyon of 
Um Ishrin, where we have lunch. The afternoon ride 
takes us to the highest sand dune in the area which is 
about 3 hrs away. This part of Wadi Rum is rich in 
engravings that date from the Nabatean era. The 
Nabateans were an Arabian nomadic group who 
lived here between 400 BC and the Roman 
occupation; they are the people who built Petra. 
Then onwards via Laurence House to Burdah Bridge 
where we’ll camp for the night. 
 

 
 
Day 7:  
Far into the desert  
The ride from Burdah Bridge to Um Fruth Bridge 
takes about 2½ hrs and is a “must” photo 
opportunity: there is a natural bridge of rock that 
stands 20m high and it’s possible to clamber up on 
top. And continuing the canyon theme from earlier, 
this evening our aim is to reach Barrah Canyon which 
is 5 Km long. The silence of the desert here is so 
complete that you can nearly ‘feel’ it! 
 
Day 8:  
Riding through the canyon 
After breakfast we continue through Barrah Canyon 
towards Siq Um Foos and Siq Um Atawaki (Siq =  
natural split in the rock caused by ancient tectonic 
plate movement) where we will have the lunch. The 
afternoon ride brings us to a Bedouin camp where 

you can wash away all the dust of the desert and 
where you will enjoy a final dinner in the desert. This 
is where the ride ends and it’s time to say farewell to 
your horse. 
 
Day 9:  
Reaching the Dead Sea  
After breakfast we’ll drive to the Dead Sea (3 hrs) 
and spend the afternoon at the OH Beach Resort, 
where there’s good access to the beach, the pools 
and other facilities. We’ll reach the Dead Sea in time 
for lunch at Al Omara Restaurant.  
 
Towards evening we’ll drive on to Madaba where it 
all began a week ago! If time allows we can visit  
Mt. Nebo on the way through the hills.  
 
Day 10:  
Travelling home 
The driver will pick you from the hotel 2½hours 
before the departure time of your flight allowing 
time for check-in and departure. 
 

 
In summary (10 day itinerary) 

 6 days riding Arab horses 

 3 nights staying in hotels 

 6 nights camping 
 
Price 
Please see website for up to date prices. 
 
Rider’s weight  
85 kg max. Riders over 85 Kg can be accommodated, 
please contact us. 
 

Ride safely  
You must wear a riding hat and appropriate foot 
wear. Gloves and half-chaps are recommended, but 
not everyone likes to wear them in warm climates. 
The rule is, be comfortable and you’ll ride better.  
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8 Day Itinerary 
 
Day 1.  
Depart London and fly to Amman, the capital. 

 
Top tip: buy the “Jordan Pass” before you set off 
from the UK www.jordanpass.jo and you’ll save the 
fees when entering Petra and Wadi Rum. 
 
We’ll meet you at the airport in Amman and drive 
you out to the hotel (B&B) in Madaba just south of 
the capital. Depending on your flight time (which 
Venture Co can help you with as we’re ATOL bonded) 
there should be time to visit the church of St George. 
Madaba is a town that’s mentioned in the Bible and 
there’s been a Christian church here since about 400 
AD. That’s a staggering historical perspective and 
sets the scene for the whole ride. 
 
Your guide will suggest a restaurant for supper but 
you are of course free to explore as you wish. 
 
Day 2  
Visit Petra  
At 08.30 AM we’ll set off from the hotel for the 3 
hour drive to Petra. When we reach Wadi Musa you 
can check-in to the hotel and leave your luggage 
before setting off on the short walk to Petra’s visitor 
centre. Your Jordan Pass will be scanned and you can 
continue to the Siq, the Treasury and the street of 
façades to reach the colonnaded street. Then climb 
up to the monastery and High Place of Sacrifice. It’s 
an amazing day! 
 
Dinner is in one of the local restaurants (included) 
where you’ll meet your guide for the ride and run 
through the itinerary. Overnight at the hotel in Wadi 
Musa (Petra), including breakfast. 
 
Day 3 
First day riding 
Today’s the day! At 8.30 a.m. we take the short drive 
to the starting point of the ride, high in the 
mountains (great views looking back over Petra). Set 
off in a southerly direction towards the villages of 
Taybet and Rajev where we pause for a picnic, in the 
shadow of the Prince Hassan castle. This is an oasis 
with verdant green plants contrasting with the dry 
surroundings, mature trees and stunning views back 
along the trail to Petra. 

 
After the picnic we have about 2½ hours riding to 
reach the viewpoint at Dilagha before descending to 
Wadi Thugra where we camp. Upon arrival, the 
horses are water and fed and then you can set up 
your tent. A campfire is made and the first evening 
under the starts will be enjoyed! 
 
 
 

 
Day 4 
To Wadi Rum. 
The camp routine is to take down your tent straight 
after breakfast; then brush and saddle your horse.  
 
This morning we ride via a small Bedouin village and 
slowly but surely mountains morph into desert. 
About 2½ hours later we reach “the 3 trees” which is 
the only shady place in the area and our picnic spot. 
After lunch ride towards the village of Humayma, 
where we lead the horses across the Desert Highway; 
traffic is slow here and it’s easy to cross. Crossing the 
road marks the beginning of the Kharaza area which 
is the northern part of Wadi Rum national park. The 
ground is firm and the pace can pick up; we have 
about 2 hours to camp, which is a beautiful ‘U’ 
shaped rock formation surrounded by soft sand. Be 
quick to take the saddle of your horse, he can’t wait 
to take a good sand-bath! It’s the perfect spot to see 
the moon rise over the mountains and to see the 
beautiful sunrise the next morning. 
 

 
 
Day 5:  
Further into the desert.   
The third day of riding begins in a stunning part of 
the desert, far away from the tourist areas. Today 
we’ll see natural rock bridges, the "mushroom" and 
rock engravings; there will be plenty of nice sandy 
tracks for long canters. In the morning we ride about 
2½ hours to our shady lunch location. Again there is 
plenty of time to relax, enjoy lunch, maybe take a 
little nap, take pictures and enjoy the scenery. After 
lunch we continue on empty sandy piste, perfect for 
long canters. In this area the sand has many colours 
so keep those cameras ready! The afternoon ride will 
be about 3 hours to reach camp which is in a small 
canyon, protected from the wind and safe and sandy 
for the horses to roll. 
 
Day 6:  
Last day in the desert 
Last day of riding! After breakfast we ride via 
mudflats, ideal for a nice gallop, towards the desert  

http://www.jordanpass.jo/
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village of Disi. Before we reach the village we have 
our last desert lunch. Disi is an oasis village with 
natural springs surrounded by grass and trees. After 
lunch we ride via a second dry mud flat to a nearby 
camp. This is the last afternoon’s riding. Overnight in 
the Bedouin camp where you can wash away all the 
dust of the desert; dinner. 
 
Day 7:  
Reaching the Dead Sea  
After breakfast we’ll drive to the Dead Sea (3 hrs) 
and spend the afternoon at the OH Beach Resort, 
where there’s good access to the beach, the pools 
and other facilities. We’ll reach the Dead Sea in time 
for lunch at Al Omara Restaurant.  
 
Towards evening we’ll drive on to Madaba where it 
all began a week ago! If time allows we can visit Mt. 
Nebo on the way through the hills. Overnight in 
hotel. 
 
Day 8:  
Travelling home 
The driver will pick you from the hotel 2½hours 
before the departure time of your flight allowing 
time for check-in and departure. 
 
In summary (8 day itinerary) 

 4 days riding Arab horses 

 3 nights staying in hotels 

 4 nights camping 
 
Price 
Please see website for up to date price. 
 
Suggested flight schedule 
The flights we recommend are with BA and leave 
London in the afternoon and arrive in Amman at 
midnight. There are also a number of European 
airlines who serve this route but their fares tend to 
be higher and the total travelling time considerably 
longer. This is a daily service.  All flights booked 
through Venture Co are financially protected via 
Venture Co’s ATOL licence number 5306. 
 
Included in the ‘land only’ price 
Day 1: Overnight in hotel B&B   
Day 2: Overnight in hotel B&B   
Day 2: Dinner at a local restaurant, including taxi 
transfer to/from the restaurant.  
4 or 6 days riding from Petra to and in Wadi Rum, (5 - 
6 hours per day), including all meals, drinks (non-
alcoholic), tent & mattress, horses, tack, guide, 
driver/chef, luggage transport and entry tickets for 
Wadi Rum.  
Day 6 or 8: Overnight at a Bedouin Camp, D B&B  
Day 7 or 9: Entry and lunch at OH Beach Resort  
Day 7 or 9: Overnight at hotel B&B  
 
 

Not included 
International flights 
Visa for Jordan 
Personal travel insurance 
Alcoholic drinks  
Tips 
[There is no local payment] 
 
Travel insurance 
Please speak to Campbell Irvine Direct: 
http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_ho
me.htm  
 

At a glance                                                                                                                                             

           
The grade of the ride: [8/10]                

    
novice ……………..… intemediate .………………. advanced 

                                                                                                                        

                                                          
Accommodation grading: [7/10]           

    
camping…lodges & hotels…glamping...loads of character 

                                                                                                                                 

                                                                 
Rider fitness required: [8/10]                

                                      
                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                   
Cultural immersion:  [8/10]                     

               
just like home …. surprises …… lots new ….. completely different                                                                                                            

 
More about “At a glance” 
We grade this ride high in each category: it is a full 
immersion riding experience and you know from day 
one that you are not in England anymore! The 
horses, terrain, meals, language, customs, manners 
and everything else, are all different! 
 
Ride rating: we rate this riding experience 8 out of 10 
because the horses are well-mannered but forward-
going. They are very fit and love “making progress”. 
The tack is predominately English (with some 
variations) so you need to be well-seated, compared 
for example, to Western tack which is more 
forgiving. Some canters are 8 to 10 mins long and 
half-a-dozen horses cantering together is exhilarating 
for competent riders, but would be scary for a 
novice. The trails are dusty and temps can top 30°C 
and higher so you will get sweaty and grimy – in the 
nicest possible way! Having said all that, it is also the 
most authentic, exhilarating and all-absorbing ride 
you could wish for. 
 

http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_home.htm
http://www.campbellirvinedirect.com/ventureco_home.htm
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Accommodation: we grade this at 7 out of 10, which 
may seem incongruous with the ride rating but the 
places are fantastic location. Pristine wilderness is in 
short supply these days, and camping in the 
Jordanian desert is a unique opportunity. This is not 
luxurious accommodation, but who can resist a 
desert star-scape? In the centre of camp is a log fire 
which is where we gather each evening for a chance 
to compare riders’ tales and sights we’ve seen. 
            
Rider fitness: you do need to be in shape; “riding fit” 
is the label we attach to this ride. Many of the rides 
we do in other parts of the world allow you to arrive 
and get in shape during the ride; that is not the case 
here, your riding muscles need to be prepared for 
what’s coming! Long days (up to 7 hrs in the saddle) 
and for multiple days in succession. You don’t need 
to be an athlete, but you will enjoy it much more if 
you ride regularly for a couple of weeks before the 
ride. We do use a support vehicles which carries the 
picnic lunch to the mid-day rendez-vous, and this 

means that if you wanted to sit out an afternoon, 
one of the grooms could lead your horse, and you 
could ride in the jeep (it hasn’t happened yet, but the 
option exists!). 
 
Cultural Immersion: Venture Co prides itself on 
providing riding opportunities that take you directly 
into contact with the indigenous community. The 
guides, grooms, wranglers, camp staff, chef and his 
team and even the drivers, musicians and horse-
hairdresser will all be eager to talk to you and show 
you their “normal”; their life and their world. They 
are proud of their heritage and flattered that you are 
travelling half way around the globe to learn all 
about it. This, surely, is the essence of travelling. The 
real pleasure for any horseman is to compare how 
we do things to how they do things. It’s not the devil 
in the detail; it’s the delight in the detail that makes 
this ride a ten-pointer. 

 

 
 
What’s the weather going to be like? 

Jordan is a dry, arid area that is part of the Arabian Peninsular and the extensive desert that lies within. There is 
subterranean water, but it’s not obvious and the plants and animals that do live in this challenging habitat are 
desert specialists. 

 

Amman Climate Chart (Monthly Averages) 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

High Temperature (C) 12 13 16 23 28 31 32 32 31 27 21 15 

Low Temperature (C) 4 4 6 9 14 16 18 18 17 14 10 6 

Precipitation (mm) 69 74 31 15 5 0 0 0 0 5 33 46 

 
Payment Schedule. 
If you decide to join this ride a deposit of £300 is due; the Booking Form is available on our website in the footer 
of each page. Email it back to us and the deposit can be paid by bank-to-bank transfer (free), cheque (free) or via 
payment card (Fee: 1.5% for credit cards and 1% for debit cards). Eight weeks before you set off the balance is 
due to be paid to Venture Co. 
 
Please note that the best airfares are instant purchase tickets, which are non-changeable and non-refundable. 
Once you are sure about your travel plans (do you wish to stay on in Jordan after the ride or not?) you are best 
advised to secure your flights at the earliest opportunity. Late bookings may require a higher priced airfare, 
depending on airline availability. Call us for guidance. 
 
 
 
 

The Field Manual.  

 

A detailed guide will be mailed to each 
rider with your booking confirmation. This 
booklet is packed full of relevant, up-to-
date information including clothing lists, 
vaccination advice, money matters, 
suggestions about the level of fitness and 
emergency procedures. 
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Health Advice. 
For detailed information and advice see http://www.nomadtravel.co.uk and click on their “travel clinics” option. 
Vaccination requirements change periodically so we advise that you check with your nearest specialist travel 
clinic as soon as possible. In the South West we are fortunate to have “Travel Health Consultancy” in Exeter: 
www.travelhealthconsultancy.co.uk 01392 430 590.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible changes 
Although it is our intention to operate the itinerary as printed above, it may be necessary to make some changes as a result 
of alterations to flight schedules, climatic conditions, limitations of infrastructure or other operational factors. As a 
consequence, the itinerary and overnight stops may vary from those outlined. 

 

HAVE A GREAT RIDE! 
 

 

VentureCo Worldwide 
6 Okehampton Business Centre, Higher Stockley Mead, Okehampton, Devon EX20 1FJ 

01837 55 907 
 

mark@ventureco-worldwide.com  
 

www.ventureco-worldwide.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Financial Security 
Venture Co Worldwide Ltd holds an Air Travel Organisers Licence granted by the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA); our ATOL number is 5306. All ventures and expeditions purchased “with 
flights” are ATOL protected by the CAA which means that your financial security is assured when 
you join us. “Ride Only” bookings are protected by Venture Co’s Client Trust account. 

Equipment Brief: 
A detailed clothing and equipment list will be provided in the Field Manual but to give 

you an indication, here is a summary: 
 

 Baggage - a holdall (55 to 75 litre capacity) suitable to be packed in a truck 
each day is idea. Helle Hanson, North Face etc all make them. 

 Clothing – shirts made from natural fibres; and a wicking base layer. 

 Footwear – a jodhpur boot and short chaps. Sandals for evenings. 

 Sleeping Bag – is required. 

 General - camping gear such as torch, water-bottle, penknife, toiletries, 
sunscreens and insect repellent. 

 Camera - with spare batteries. 

 

http://www.nomadtravel.co.uk/pg/140/Travel-Clinic
http://www.travelhealthconsultancy.co.uk/
mailto:mark@ventureco-worldwide.com
http://www.ventureco-worldwide.com/

